Deadly day: 2 killed Thursday in separate crashes
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PICKING UP THE PIECES — Boyd firefighters clear the scene of a wreck that killed a
Runaway Bay man Thursday afternoon. Messenger photo by Joe Duty

Two men were killed in two different car accidents Thursday in Wise County.

Both were single-vehicle wrecks in which the vehicles hit trees. The first occurred about
2 p.m. southwest of Boyd on County Road 4793.

Texas Department of Public Safety Trooper Jeremy Pope said a 2008 Chevrolet Tahoe
driven by Joshua Elledge, 32, of Runaway Bay, was southbound near the 300 block of
CR 4793 when it drifted off the left side of the roadway into the ditch for unknown
reasons.

The SUV continued traveling for roughly 50 yards before striking a tree in a low area and
rolling onto its right side. Pope said speed was likely a factor in the wreck.

A neighbor reported hearing a vehicle’s suspension bottom out around the time of the
accident. There was a trail of debris leading from the roadway, through the ditch and up
to the tree.

Precinct 3 Justice of the Peace Mandy Hays pronounced Elledge dead at the scene. He
had no passengers.



FATAL COLLISION — A Hurst man was killed Thursday afternoon after his truck
collided with a tree on County Road 2690 near Alvord. Messenger photo by Joe Duty

The second accident occurred around 6 p.m. on County Road 2690 northeast of Alvord.

Driver Jared Slocum, 25, of Hurst, died at the scene. His passenger, Joshua Nechtman,
30, of Alvord, was flown to John Peter Smith Hospital in Fort “Worth.

Texas Department of Public Safety Trooper Lantz Elliott said Slocum was traveling
westbound on CR 2690 around 6 p.m. in a Chevrolet pickup when it veered off the left
side of the road, striking a tree head on just a few hundred yards west of County Road
2685.

Elliott said there were no skid marks on the road to indicate braking. He also found no
signs of mechanical failure.

In addition to state troopers, the Wise County Sheriff’s Office, Wise County medics and
local volunteer fire departments were called to both accidents.



